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Looking for ideas for Christmas; try some of the following web sites.  
 
For baking and candy making:  http://www.northpole.com/kitchen/Cookbook/ 
 
For family activities and crafts ideas: http://holidays.kaboose.ca/christmas/ or 
http://www.theholidayspot.com/christmas/  
 
Planning a Christmas light ride check out: 
http://www.town-mall.net/community/dfwchristmaslights.html 
http://www.associatedcontent.com/article/89782/best_christmas_light_displays_in_fort.html  
http://www.tackylighttour.com/lights/Lovingham_Ligh ts 
http://www.guidelive.com/feature/326/ 
 
Fun Christmas Facts  
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"Christmas, my child, is love in action. Every time  we love, every time we give, it's 
Christmas." 
~ Dale Evans Rogers  
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New Years Day Ride   Jan 1st     LVFINA   TBA 
Staff Meeting    Jan 7th     Buck & Loons  7 PM 
Chapter Meeting   Jan 8th     Spring Creek   7 PM 
 
January Rides to be determined – Please see web site for more details  
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If you are planning on attending Wing Ding in 2009  
 
This is a nice incentive to register in groups for Wing Ding.  Ref; Wing World, last issue.    
 
 
 
QUOTE "If ten or more members send in registration together each will receive a $5.00 discount. 
Question:  Is it 10 or more members or is it 10 or more households and/or couples. Another way to ask 
the same thing; Does a couple count as one or two for the ten?  A separate but related question; does 
each person receive the discount, both members of the couple for a $10 discount or is it a $5.00 
discount for a couple on the same registration form.  Someone will always try to game the system.  One 
member stated that if it is only $5 for the couple then he and his wife will each send a separate 
registration form, thereby getting a total of $10 discount. 
Nationals answer:  
   The discount is per person, and yes 5 couples will work. Any combination of 10 people works. 
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LaTressa Gossett   Dec 1st 
Daryl Embry         Dec 2nd 
Rowdy Hickox      Dec 3rd 
Dennis Martini      Dec 6th 
Larry Kohls           Dec 9th 
CB Bratcher        Dec 11th 
David Biegler       Dec 17th 
A special Birthday wish to any M’ers we might 

have missed.  

 

:#��&�
���$���#�&��"����
  
Elaine & CB Bratcher   Dec 17th 
Janet & Wess Bryan      Dec 28th 
 
 

�
Congratulations to all celebrating 
your special day this month.  
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Charitable Opportunities 
 

As you already know from announcements during our meetings and in the newsletter, some of our 
sister chapters in the area are putting together toy drives and toy runs to gather toys in support of needy 
children in our surrounding communities. 
 
The Staff members of Chapter M felt it was best to allow each of you to decide which of these chapter 
events you might like to support so please see below the info:  
 
Chapter R and Chapter W are both providing opportunities on Saturday, 12/13/08. 
 
Chapter R will be hosting a toy run which allow you to ride on your motorcycle in a parade through 
town that will end up at the Salvation Army home over on Lancaster Ave.  The toys will be gathered in 
a separate room, the children will not be allowed to see them, but Santa and Mrs. Santa lead the parade 
and all of the children have an opportunity to sit on Santa's knee and get a candy cane from Mrs. Santa.  
This is a very heart warming experience.  Punch and cookies or cupcakes are usually served to anyone 
who might want a snack, afterwards, Chapter R usually has a restaurant picked out for lunch.  The 
starting point for this fun time is the Main Event in Grapevine at 407 W. State Hwy. 114 and they 
usually have an auction for various prizes prior to the ride to raise money to further the cause!!! For 
more info contact Jim & Trish Jones at gwrratexasr@charter.net. 
 
This is a fun time, a good opportunity to ride your bike with a great group of people, and a heart 
warming experience to see all of the needy children that you will be helping to have a good Christmas! 
 
Chapter W2 will be hosting a toy drive in the City of Waxahachie outside in front of the Citizen's Bank 
which is located on Highway 77 just about 1/2 mile South of 287.  These toys will be for foster 
children in the C.A.S.A. program in that community (Court Appointed Special Advocates).  These are 
children who usually have been removed from their homes due to abuse or horrible living conditions, 
and they are put into the foster care programs in order to get them into a safer environment.  Most 
times the children are removed from their homes with only the clothes that they have on their backs, so 
they have no toys or possessions to call their own.  For more information contact Lonnie or Harolyn 
Ellis at lonnie_ellis@sbcglobal.net or ellisbikerbabe@yahoo.com. 
 
 
If you can't make it down to Waxahachie, Lonnie and Harolyn will be glad to take your toys or 
monetary donation at the next Chapter M meeting on December 4th.  Lonnie will be dressing up in his 
Santa costume for this toy drive, and will be more than glad to transport your donations down to 
Chapter W2!!!! 
 
Harolyn will be sending out more information about our Head Start food drive on 12/6/08, so as you 
see, we have lots and lots of opportunities to help children and families this holiday season. 
 
We will send out another reminder closer to the Chapter meeting date, but wanted you to be aware of 
the opportunities in our area and we are hoping that you will offer support to any, or all, that you can. 
 
 
Blessings to all -  
 
Warren & Cyndi Burt 
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www.allambsdallashonda.com

Mon-Fri 9-7 Sat 9-5

Check Our Web Site For DEMO DAYS
and Monthly Events 
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SUNSHINE REPORT Dec. 2008… 

Merry Christmas M’ers.  Well another year has come and gone and it is already time for our 
December projects.  Hang on to your hats as we are soon to be VERY BUSY!!!! It is past time to gear up 
for our Head Start project.  We choose this event last year and apparently you loved it as much as the 
Head start families did, as so many have asked… “are we getting to feed Head Start again this year?”.  
What good hearted folks you are.  I especially liked the enthusiasm that you have shown for this 
outreach.  As a reminder, HEADSTART is a program for low income and indigent  children. Children 
that because of economic and life situations, are at HIGH RISH for failure and slow development.  Last 
year we were blessed to be able to raise food baskets for all families in the Head start program. (173730-
01)  
 
Here is how it works: We will meet on Saturday December the 6th at Kroger on the corner of Matlock 
and Debby Lane by 10am.  We will be there until 4 pm.  We will have M’ers at each door and several 
floaters around to hand out our information cards to the shoppers as they go through the doors.  All the 
information is on the card, so it is an easy, non confrontational way to get the word out. Lonnie will be 
there as Santa so folks can get a picture of Santa with the kids on a bike. This also gets shoppers 
attention!! And we have much cash donations toward the cause as a result. Additionally, people will be 
able to download the picture off our website so this is also GREAT advertisement for Chapter M and 
GWRRA!!!   
 
What we need:  
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What a wonderful experience.  So many LOVED it last year and felt so good about themselves and the 
work that M did.  I hope to have it in the local papers as well. If you cannot attend this special 
event…please bring food to the chapter meeting.  We will be happy to take it!! 
Items needed: Items Needed: CASH $$$$, or canned food items, Canned Meats: Tuna, Chicken, 
Ham 
 Soups, Stews, spaghetti, chili Canned vegetables, Peanut butter, Dry goods, cereal, Mac-n-cheese, 
etc. 
See you there….. 
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Amarillo has much to offer, but you first have to get off Hwy I-40. Let me suggest you go to your 
computer and pull up Amarillo and do a little browsing.  
 
Eating - is the Big Texas Steak House. We love Green Chillie Willy’s and 
the great ribs at the Country Barn; however, there are so many great 
restaurants it’s worth the trip just to grab a bite to eat. 
 
Attractions - Palo Duro Canyon, Route 66, Cadillac Ranch, American Quarter Horse, Heritage Center & 
Museum to name a few. The ride out to Cal Farley’s Boys Ranch is a fun visit. Stanley Marsh’s 
influence has obviously had an impact on Amarillo. Just Google” Mr. Marsh and you’ll enjoy this 
gentleman. Horse Statues (90) are everywhere in this town and they are just beautiful. Panhandle Plains 
Museum in Canyon is very interesting and don’t miss the windmill farms! 
 
Travel - Since the economy is shaky and the cost of gas is questionable, 
make every penny count. Pull out the big map and you’ll be surprised how close you 
are to Ruidoso, Santa Fe and Albuquerque New Mexico. You may want to add a little trip up North to 
Colorado or you could head home South by way of Big Bend National 
Park. Start Planning now!! 
 
Western Wear - For the first time in quite awhile Texas is going with a Western Theme. I would say it’s 
about time wouldn’t you? So dust off the hat, polish up the boots, suck 
in the belly and come play Cowboys and Indians with us. 
 
You don’t want to miss this one!! 
Barbie Peterson 
 
 
You know you’re from 
Amarillo, Texas When........... 
Rainfall is measured in hundredths of inches. 
You can start off the day wearing a coat and by afternoon 
you’re wearing shorts. (158396) 
One inch of rain causes streets to flood but it takes a 
foot of snow to close schools. 
Friday night high school football is a sell-out. 
You think one of the major food groups is enchiladas. 
The official town “bird” is a helicopter. 
You know what a Sandie is. 
You’ve dragged Polk Street 
You laugh at out-of-towners who actually attempt to 
eat the free 72 oz steak. 
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Mena AK. (Jim’s Trip)  
 
We had a great trip to Mena. Jim was very appreciat ive, and thanked us all for 
going. We had 5 bikes, and 7 people. (J&V, C&M, Van ce, Charles, & Joe.)  

Ran into a few sprinkles, no heavy rain, on the way  over, Monday. Stayed at 
Sun Country, and ate at a great Mexican restaurant,  across the street.  

Today, we didn't have any rain, and the closer we g ot to home, the more 
coats, came off. We had fog, on the first part of T alimena Parkway, but then it 
lifted halfway, and we could enjoy the beautiful co lors, and scenery.  

Hopefully, Jim will have some great memories, to ta ke back to Iraq.  

Mary & Craig  
�

          

��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� 			 
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LED and Additional Lights: 

As drivers, we all should have an awareness of the importance of visibility during day and night time hours, but as 
motorcycle riders the importance of visibility to vehicles, as well as other motorcycle riders, is much greater and 
should always be foremost in our minds. Every year, motor vehicle statistics reveal an ever-increasing occurrence 
of vehicle/motorcycle accidents. Unfortunately, many end as a fatality accident, most often the motorcycle rider 
and/or his passenger. 

With this in mind, many motorcycle riders strive to make their bikes much more visible to other motorists, either 
with the use of brightly colored clothing, reflective materials and added lights to catch the attention of other 
drivers. 

Every state has requirements in regards to headlamps, turn signals and brake lights (stop lamps) and Texas is no 
exception. Many of the requirements in many states are very generic but some have specific requirements for and 
against certain types of light configurations. 

Below you will find the requirements addressed in the Texas Department of Public Safety/ Department of Motor 
Vehicle codes as well as legislative statute language. These are excerpts from pertinent regulations and statutes 
which apply to all motor vehicles. There is specific language addressing the requirements on motorcycles as well. 

STOPLAMPS REQUIRED (TRC §547.323) 

To briefly summarize the requirements- A stop lamp shall be mounted on the rear of the vehicle                                                                          
and shall emit a red or amber light, or a color between red and amber, that is  visible in normal sunlight at a 
distance of at least 300 feet from the rear of the vehicle and displays when the vehicle service brake is applied. The 
stoplamp may be included as a part of another rear lamp.  

 
LIGHTING EQUIPMENT. (TRC §547.801) A motorcycle, including a motor-driven cycle, shall be equipped with 
not more than two headlamps mounted at a height from 24 to 54 inches; at least one tail lamp mounted at a height 
from 20 to 72 inches, and a tail lamp or separate lamp to illuminate the rear license plate; at least one stop lamp; 
and at least one rear red reflector and may be included as a part of the tail lamp. 

A motorcycle, other than a motor-driven cycle, shall be equipped with multiple-beam lighting equipment, with an 
uppermost distribution of light,  that reveals a person or vehicle at a distance of at least 300 feet ahead; and a 
lowermost distribution of light that reveals a person or vehicle at a distance of at least 150 feet ahead; and is aimed 
so that no part of the high-intensity portion of the beam on the motorcycle that is on a straight and level road under 
any condition of loading projects into the eyes of an approaching vehicle operator. 

A “motor-driven” cycle has very similar requirements as above, however these requirements vary depending on 
the maximum speed of the cycle. I am assuming that under language, a motor-driven cycle is something like a 
moped. 
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§ 547.305.  RESTRICTIONS ON USE OF LIGHTS.  
(a)  A motor vehicle lamp or illuminating device, other than a headlamp, spot lamp, auxiliary lamp, turn signal 
lamp, or emergency vehicle or school bus warning lamp, that projects a beam with an intensity brighter than 
300candlepower shall be directed so that no part of the high-intensity portion of the beam strikes the roadway at a  
distance of more than 75 feet from the vehicle. 
(b)  Except as expressly authorized by law, a person may not operate or move equipment or a vehicle, other than a 
police vehicle, with a lamp or device that displays a red light visible from  
directly in front of the center of the equipment or vehicle. 
(c)  A person may not operate a motor vehicle equipped with a  red, white, or blue beacon, flashing, or alternating 
light unless the equipment is: 
  (1)  used as specifically authorized by this chapter;  or                    
  (2)  a running lamp, headlamp, tail lamp, backup lamp, or turn signal lamp that is used as 
authorized by law. 
 (d)  A vehicle may be equipped with alternately flashing lighting equipment described by Section 
547.701 or 547.702 only if the vehicle is: 
  (1)  a school bus;                                                             
  (2)  an authorized emergency vehicle;                                          
  (3)  a church bus that has the words "church bus" printed on the front and rear of the bus so as 
to be clearly discernable to other vehicle operators; 
  (4)  a tow truck while under the direction of a law enforcement officer at the scene of an 
accident or while hooking up to a disabled vehicle on a roadway;  or 
  (5)  a tow truck with a mounted light bar which has turn signals and stop lamps in addition to 
those required by Sections 547.322, 547.323, and 547.324, Transportation Code. 
 (e)  A person may not operate highway maintenance or service equipment, including snow-removal 
equipment, that is not equipped with lamps or that does not display lighted lamps as required by the standards and 
specifications adopted by the Texas Department of  
Transportation. 
 (f)  In this section "tow truck" means a motor vehicle or mechanical device that is adapted or used to 
tow, winch, or move a disabled vehicle. 
 
Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 165, § 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.  Amended  
by Acts 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 380, § 1, eff. July 1, 1999. 
 
TEXAS STATUTES: 
 
Legislative statutes basically state the following language above. 
 
With the above in mind, although many bikers have added additional lighting to enhance factory- mounted 
lighting, i.e. brake lights, tail lights, etc., these additions may not be within the guidelines of the requirements and 
restrictions, as set forth above. Each biker must weigh the risk of a possible traffic citation or warning versus the 
added safety provided by add-on equipment. 
 
David and Ginny Topley 
Chapter Educators 
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November 9 th to Cotton Gin  
Warren and Cyndi Burt 

Robert and Vicki Hancock 

David Gossett 

Sheri Sims 

Harolyn and Lonnie Ellis 

Charles McConnell & Tex the Bear 

Beverly and Gary Lewis 

Carolyn and Dennis Martini 

Vance Oakes 

Marvin and Sylvia Andrews 

Rowdy Hickox 

Mary and Craig Watkins 

Mike Fuller 

Sheri and Howard Routon 

Donald and Charlene Vickers 

 
See the web for pictures  
 
 
November 10 th Overnighter to 
Mena Ark.  
Jim &Vicki, 
Craig & Mary, 
Vance, 
Charles, 
Joe 
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November 17 th to Italy 
Fred & Sherry  
Larry & Family 
Charles 
Bill & Linda 
Ken & Karen 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Watch the web for pictures of the 
Hill Country Ride Thanksgiving 
weekend.  
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