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Who Is It? 
 
Last month’s picture was Sherry Myers. Only one person guessed correctly. 
Caroline Martini won the tickets. Send in your guess, you may win a set of 
drawing tickets at the monthly meeting. Remember, everyone gets a guess, 
except me. Spouses get a guess, too. 
I still need more pictures, so send me your childhood pictures. If no one guesses 
who you are, you will win the tickets. 
Here are the official rules: 

1. One entry per person 
2. Contest open to Chapter M participants only 
3. E-mail your guess to goldwingnut@sbcglobal.net  or call 817-346-0789 
4. Contest closes at 8:00 pm the day before the chapter meeting 
5. All correct entries will be entered into a drawing at the chapter meeting 
6. You must be present at the monthly meeting to win 
7. Winner will receive a free set of drawing tickets 
8. If no one guesses correctly, the person whose picture is used that month 

wins the free tickets 
�
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"Parking Lot Etiquette" 
 
  

When we hear the term "rider etiquette", we might only think of this in the context of riding 
motorcycles, however etiquette, or common courtesy if you like, extends to also operating 

a motorcycle in a parking lot setting as well. 
  

Whether you're new to riding in a group or not, you've noticed how the bikes line up when entering a 
parking lot. Depending on whether there is one or more groups, each group enters a parking lot single 

file, following the bike ahead to an area where the bikes can line up abreast. As each bike swings 
forward, parallel to the line of bikes ahead, then backs up into the line, another has followed suit by 

also pulling forward, waiting its turn to back up into line. This works well for parking in an orderly line 
as well as when leaving in the same order as entering the parking lot. When entering a parking lot from 

the street, it's desirable to start lining up as soon as possible so there are no bikes waiting out in the 
street and possibly in harm's way. 

  
When entering an area where other bikes have already parked though, especially when a rider didn't 

come in with a group, greater care should be taken. Just as a driver shouldn't drive through a group of 
cars, or through empty parking spaces without using extreme caution, a motorcycle rider should take 

the same amount of care in doing so. As a common courtesy, a rider should park at the edge of a group 
and not ride between parked bikes where other riders may be standing or walking. It's the responsibility 
of the motorcycle rider, not the pedestrians standing next to or walking away from the parked bikes, to 
keep a look out and operate his bike with extreme caution. Obviously, a pedestrian can hear a Harley a 
mile away and know when one is approaching, but the same can't be said for a Goldwing, especially 
if that pedestrian is wearing a motorcycle helmet and has just gotten off a bike.  Speeding between 
parked motorcycles or close to pedestrians who may not see you approaching is not only unsafe, it's 
discourteous. A pedestrian can suffer just as serious injuries from being hit by a motorcycle as a car. 

  
We all want to have a safe and enjoyable ride. Lets ride in such a manner to ensure that co-riders off 

their bikes are safe as well. 
  

David and Ginny Topley 
Chapter Educators����

����
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www.allambsdallashonda.com

Mon-Fri 9-7 Sat 9-5

Check Our Web Site For DEMO DAYS
and Monthly Events 
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Cold Weather Motorcycle Riding: Wind Is Your Enemy  

As cold weather starts to roll in this season and the last red leaves fall off the trees, it's time to start thinking 
about what you're going to do with your motorcycle this winter. For some, winter means buying fuel stabilizer, 
dusting off the trickle charger, and gently snuggling their motorcycle into a warm corner of the garage. For the 
rest of us, winter means no change to our motorcycle riding habits except the addition of quite a bit of extra 
clothing! 

Staying Warm Riding a motorcycle in cold weather comes down to one simple concept: insulation.  

Since most people aren't very active on a motorcycle, their body isn't doing much to produce heat on its own to 
counteract the cold. That means we have to do everything we can to insulate the body in order to keep what 
precious heat that we do produce actually on our body, and not floating off in the cold winter air.  

Insulation boils down to two things: layers (to slow the rate at which our body loses heat), and wind proofing (to 
keep the wind from stealing our heat).  

Layers 
Let's talk about layers first. Layers are critical for riding a motorcycle in the cold weather of winter. The number 
of layers you'll need to wear is based both on personal preference (some people naturally run a little hotter than 
others) and the temperature outside. I've worn up to four layers in really cold weather. The key is to have 
enough layers on that you feel comfortable (maybe even slightly warm) when you step outside and just stand in 
place(before you ride your motorcycle).  

Remember two things Your bottom layer should always be some type of snug fitting thermal or fleece 
underwear. This will create a warm layer of air between your body and this material. (Don't worry about buying 
the expensive wicking materials like Dri-Fit, etc. - you won't be sweating much so it won't do you much good)  

Don't wear so many layers that you lose mobility. If you can't hold your arms at your side because of all your 
clothing, than it's probably time to invest in either some warmer, or even heated, clothing. Wind Proofing 

Now, let's talk about wind proofing. The biggest issue that you will have when riding a motorcycle in the winter is 
keeping the wind out. Wind, specifically wind chill, is your worst enemy on a motorcycle in cold weather. Doing 
everything you can to stop this enemy is going to go a long way to helping you ride your motorcycle comfortably 
in the cold.  

Wind-proofing also takes the most trial and error to perfect. It can take quite a while before you finally plug all of 
those air leaks!  

The main thing to do for wind-proofing is to make sure your outer layer is some type of wind-proof material. 
Leather is by far the most popular choice for this. Ideally, you should look for something that is both wind-proof 
and water-proof. There are many man-made materials that meet that criteria. 

(I personally prefer leather and if I do run into weather, I just throw my rain suit on for protection and a little 
added warmth!) 

Here are a few additional thoughts on wind-proofing: Add a windshield to your motorcycle to block the wind.  

While not stylish, duck tape can do wonders to seal any leaks you might have.  
Gloves 

I've tried quite a few gloves and have found very few that really do the trick. Gloves can really be a trial and error 
process for motorcycle riding so make sure that you've found the right pair before embarking on your next long 
cold weather ride.  

In looking for gloves: Make sure that they are long enough that they completely cover the wrist (remember: wind-
proof, wind-proof, wind-proof!) Find a pair with a hook and loop closure system at the wrist that allows 
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you to tighten the gloves. Good fit - if the glove feels tight at all, get the next size up. We don't want anything to 
impede circulation! Good insulation - you want the high-efficiency stuff like 3M Thinsulate, not just a bunch of 
fluff. Good insulation placement - most gloves only put insulation on the top. You want a pair with a little bit in 
the palm and other parts of the hand as well. Pre-curved fingers - motorcycle gloves can wear you out if you're 
trying to squeeze that throttle all day. Pre-curved fingers alleviate this. If at all possible, try to squeeze a 
throttle before purchasing. Make sure the gloves don't get tight or bunch up - you'll really notice it after 30 
minutes of riding.  

Safety 

Finally, after you've got all your gear sorted out there are a couple of things you'll want to be aware of in terms 
of safety before getting out there in the cold: Frostbite and Hypothermia.  

Exposed skin is always at risk for frostbite, so make sure you don't have any exposed skin! If you feel like your 
skin is being pricked by needles, frostbite is on its way and you need to do something immediately. If your skin 
starts to turn white or waxy and feels numb and hard you need to get immediate medical attention.  

Hypothermia is a separate concern. Hypothermia is where your core body temperature drops below the 
minimum temperature required for your body to operate. Hypothermia causes mild confusion, sluggish 
behavior, poor muscle coordination, and incoherent behavior 

If you start feeling cold and can't decide if you should pull over, you are facing an early stage of hypothermia. 
Pull over immediately and get a hot coffee! 

If you start shivering uncontrollably, feel sluggish, or even drunk, then you're in serious trouble. Hypothermia is 
already underway and you need to stop immediately to warm up. 

Hands and Feet 

I've found that I can insulate my body and legs adequately, but when the temperature really drops, I have the 
most problems with my hands and feet. Many people have a similar problem. The reason is that as you get 
cold your body focuses circulation on your internal organs to keep them warm, while your feet and hands get 
the shaft.  

The only way that I've found to keep my hands and feet comfortable in really cold weather is to 1) add 
additional heat sources, and 2) invest in quality boots and gloves 

For additional heat sources I use those air-activated hand and feet warmers that you can find in the hunting 
section of any Wal-Mart. Crack open a couple of these, stuff them into your boots and gloves, and your hands 
and feet will be toasty for 5+ hours. Not sure what I'm talking about? Check them out here: 
http://www.warmhandsnow.com/store/warmers.shtml  

Boots 
 
For boots, I'm a strong believer that you don't have to go and buy a pair of $250+ Harley motorcycle boots to 
get the performance you need in cold weather. The best pair of boots that I've ever had (and still wear) cost 
me $40 from a Wal-Mart somewhere in Missouri (Herman Survivors: Commander model). They are 
comfortable, waterproof, and windproof and have seen me through a lot of crappy weather. I was so happy 
with them I took a picture of them in action, not the best pic but you get the idea.  

The key things you want to look for in boots are: Fit (you don't want them to be tight because this will reduce 
circulation and make your feet colder) Water-Proof. Don't even consider them if they aren't bove the ankle. 
This really helps with wind proofing. Comfortable to walk around in. I've had motorcycle boots that made me 
walk like a robot from Star wars. This is not what you want! Insulation is a nice to have, but not a must; you 
can get most of your insulation from putting extra socks on.  

 Keep Ridin' 
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Moonlighters' Halloween Oct 31 st 
CB and Elaine Lead to Red Oak  
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Thanksgiving Ride to Mena AK .  
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