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CD’s Corner 
 
Happy March Mer’s, is it spring yet? I love snow and it is beautiful to be home warm and cozy to look at, but I think we’ve 
had enough. Kenny has always told me through the years that the snow we have in Texas hasn’t been “real snow” but with the 
last 10 - 12" that now qualifies as Nebraska snow. 
 
February wasn’t a big riding month for us but we did manage to get together. This past month was the annual bowling 
challenge put on by Chapter P, last years winners. Chapter M had a practice on Sunday February 7 for those who needed to 
get the bowling cobwebs out and boy did I need it. I hadn’t bowled in over 100 years and it showed. On the next Sunday 
Sylvia and Marvin Andrews had a Valentines Day ride to Los Vasqueros in Willow Park. It turned out to be a very cold day 
so all but one showed up in their four wheelers. Steve and Becky Moss actually came on their bike; he forgot to mention they 
could come in the warm car. The food was wonderful and the turnout was great. 
 
On Sunday February 21 the GWRRA North Texas Bowling Challenge took place and this time it was for real. A lot of area 
chapters came to participate. Chapter M had a large group of very wonderful bowlers and thankfully Alyssa was able to 
replace me because I was sick.. I’m sure our team was a lot better off because she had been practicing and she is much better 
at 11 ½ than I am at 39, haha. Our team put on a great match I heard and sadly lost. Chapter P was the big winner again and 
took home the fabulous trophy to admire for another year. Maybe we’ll get lucky next year. 
 
Being March now and spring around the corner we hope to have better weather so the bikes can get out of the garages. 
Chapter M is planning on being in the Dublin St. Patrick’s Day Parade again this year on the 20th and the region H rally in 
Marshall is the 25 - 27. Hopefully we will have a lot of good riding days in and around the rest of the month.  
 
If you have an idea for a ride or you found a new or maybe an old place you like, let us help you plan the ride. We are all here 
to help and we all like to eat so lets get together to ride. 
 
Ken and Karen  
Chapter M CD 
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RIDER EDUCATION LEVEL CLASSES:  

M'ers, the following seminars are scheduled at the GWRRA Region H Rally in Marshall and the District Rally in Killeen so 
you can keep or bring your Rider Education levels current: 

Region H Rally: 

 March 26, Friday 

 8:00-12:00 Trike Course     Optional courses: 1:00-2:00 GPS Navigation 

1:00- 5:00 CPR/First-Aid (re-certification)   1:00- 2:30 On Bike Road Captains Course 

1:00-5:00 Trike Course Range    2:30-5:00 On Bike Road Captains Course 

4:00-5:00 Co-Rider Seminar     3:00-4:00 Team Riding Seminar 

March 27, Saturday 

 8:30-12:00 CPR/First-Aid 

Optional seminars: 8:30-11:30 Trailering Course Classroom 

12:30-4:00 Trailering Course (Range) 

1:00-2:00 Chat with Rider Educators 

District Rally:   

May 6, Friday  

8:00-3:00 CPR/First-Aid (1st time participants)   

8:30-9:30 Co-Rider Seminar 

10:30-11:30 Motorcycle Crash Scene 

May 7, Saturday 

 8:30-12:30 CPR/First-Aid Refresher Course 

8:30-11:00 Trike Course Classroom 

10:00-11:00 Co-Rider Seminar 

12:00-4:00 Trike Course Range 

2:00-3:00 Motorcycle Crash Scene 

FYI: Level I is only an acknowledgement of a commitment to safe riding. 

Level II requires an approved Rider Course within the last 3 years 

Level III requires the course above and current CPR & First Aid courses and a first aid kit on your bike. 

Level IV is current at Level III for a minimum of 1 year. 

Ride safe! David & Ginny Topley Chapter Educators  
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1 Tbsp. oil  
4   salmon fillets (1 lb.)  
1 cup fat-free milk  
1/2 cup  (1/2 of 8-oz. tub) PHILADELPHIA, 1/3 Less Fat than Cream Cheese  
1/2 cup chopped cucumbers  
2 Tbsp.  chopped fresh dill  

Make It! 

HEAT oil in large skillet on medium-high heat, Add salmon; cook 5 min. on each side or until salmon flakes 
easily with fork. Remove from skillet; cover to keep warm.  

ADD milk and cream cheese to skillet; cook and stir until smooth. Stir in cucumbers and dill.  

RETURN salmon to skillet. Cook 2 min. or until heated through. Serve topped with cream cheese sauce.  

�
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Dennis & Carolyn Martini March 19                     Beth Hendrickson       March 1,  
Carl & Oretha Jeffery  March 24                      Randy Hudson            March 10 
Gary & Beverly Lewis  March 26                     Marvin Andrews         March 11 
Hylon & Carmen  March 26              Wayne Warren March 21 

            Terry Davis              March 26 
             Joe Harless             March 29 
            Bill Koegler             March 20 
            Charles Shelton           March 30 
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Truths I have learned from the M’ers before, after and during rides. 
 
 

That you do not appreciate how quiet our bikes are on a back country road, until you get passed by some Harleys with loud pipes. 
 

That even after 14 years living in Texas, All I have to do is open my mouth and talk at a chapter meeting and everyone knows I’m a Yankee. 
 

That Goldwing owners know more about motorcycle tires, correct air pressure and its effects on tire life then any other group of riders. 
 

That when Chapter M goes for a ride, down the road a piece can be 100 yards or 100 miles. But where ever we end up there is a Dairy 
Queen close by. 

 
That M’ers can bring food to any event I ever have and I would be a lucky guy, Who made that sweet potatoes with crushed pecan topping 
at the Christmas party, Oh that was so good, so was the BBQ and so was everything else. And there was enough food to feed a small army. 

 
That no matter how much chrome you put on your wing or how nice the bike looks, adults and children still stare at the Trikes.  

 
Who knew that you could fry pickles and /or jalapeño’s  

 
That when the menu says “Texas size”, Look out!! 

 
That you can make a salad with corn bread, with really good results. 

 
That “Monkey Butt” is a real riding term. 

 
That bright Lime Green grows on you. 

 
That Texans take their “Ice Tea” very seriously. 

 
That know matter how long you have been riding, practice and training can make you a better rider. 

 
That going 25 miles out of the way can be a really good thing. 

 
That the ride is never so short or it is never so hot that you should not wear your helmet. 

 
That now matter how far the ride , Cowboy fans will still make it home in time to watch the game ( even if they wished they did not.) 

 
That Co- Riders make the ride more fun. 

 
That, as was pointed out by Randy at the Jan. Chapter meeting, Honda had it right all those years ago, when they said “you meet the nicest 

people on a Honda”. 
 

That M’ers know the best places to eat. 
 

That it is really cool to be standing at an event or rally with a whole bunch of Lime Green shirts next to you. 
 

That heated clothing is something I think I want. 
 

That Goldwings handle twisties better than the rest of the motorcycle world knows. 
 

That a stuffed penguin will guard our goldwings to the death. 
 

That installing a CB on my bike was a really good thing. 
 

That when you’re at the “Hard 8”  some one is going to ride a little farther to get some real  “Dr. Pepper” in Dublin. 
 

That Mer’s are a great group of people to have along side you on a ride or at a meeting and as friends.  
 

Learn your own truths and share them with us, Plan & lead a ride. 
 

Ride safe and “Ride Cool”, Moonlighters. 
 

Ken Johnson – Ride Coordinator 
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www.allambsdallashonda.com

Mon-Fri 9-7 Sat 9-5

Check Our Web Site For DEMO DAYS
and Monthly Events 
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Who Is It? 
 
Last month’s picture was Elaine Bratcher. Five people guessed correctly, only 
one of which was at the meeting, so Carolyn Martini won the tickets. 
Send in your guess, you may win a set of drawing tickets at the monthly meeting. 
Everyone gets a guess, except me. Spouses get a guess, too. 
I have only 2 more pictures, so unless you go through your boxes of old pictures 
and send them to me the contest will be ending soon. If no one guesses who you 
are, you will win the tickets. 
Here are the official rules: 

1. One entry per person 
2. Contest open to Chapter M participants only 
3. E-mail your guess to goldwingnut@sbcglobal.net  or call 817-346-0789 
4. Contest closes at 8:00 pm the day before the chapter meeting 
5. All correct entries will be entered into a drawing at the chapter meeting 
6. You must be present at the monthly meeting to win 
7. Winner will receive a free set of drawing tickets 
8. If no one guesses correctly, the person whose picture is used that month 

wins the free tickets 
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Road Trip - Exploring the Columbia Gorge Loop  

Mt. Hood and the Columbia River 

 

Installment 2 

We jump back on I-84 bearing toward Hood River. A headwind has picked up, but the heavily-faired Gold 

Wing easily holds its line. The Columbia cuts a wide swath through the Cascade Mountain range, with 

canyon walls 4000 feet high in spots. The Coho Wind can funnel through the Gorge with tempestuous force, 

so be aware. As we get closer to Hood River, my wife taps me on the shoulder to point out a pod of 

kitesurfers catching air on the choppy waters of the Columbia. They skim across the surface surprisingly 

fast, and one rider pops off a curl and shoots 20 feet into the air. The combination of cool Pacific winds to 

the west and warm desert air to the east team with the high walls of the Gorge to create world-class 

windboarding conditions. 

It's Friday evening when we pull into the eclectic town. Handcrafted houses with tall porches abound giving 

the city an artsy appeal. It seems like the majority of the population is strolling down side streets, filling the 

parks, or headed to their favorite watering hole. Music seeps out of the open doors of several venues. We 

follow a local family's advice and grab some eats at the 3 Rivers Grill.  

We're grubby from the road but it's almost acceptable to look haggard when people find out you ride a 

motorcycle. We sit outside on a second-story deck overlooking the confluence where the White Salmon, the 

Hood and the Columbia River converge. Hood River is known for the fertile farmland to its south, and the 

restaurant uses fresh local produce. We get out cheap, less than $60. Hotels fill up quick on weekends and 

finding a room proves challenging, so make sure to book a room in advance. 

 

The next morning we've signed up for a trip on the Mount Hood Railroad. The Odell Excursion Train is a 

two-and-a-half hour ride over century-old rails. We sit in an open car behind the Pullman coaches and soak 

in the fresh air. A girl's voice talks about local history and points out areas of interest over the intercom. As 
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we pass along pear orchards, limbs drooping with ripening fruit, we get the first peek at our day's 

destination, Oregon's highest peak, Mt. Hood. The train travels close to the base of the 11,245-foot giant 

before click-clacking its way back to the station.  

 

The Mt. Hood Scenic Byway, also known as US Highway 30, is easy to find at the east end of town. Hood 

River quickly gives way to neatly plowed fields and fruit-filled orchards. Gravenstein apples on scrawny 

branches bob in the breeze while further down the road limbs are heavy with Comice pears. The silt loam 

soil and abundant water sources of the Hood River Valley make the land the most fertile real estate north of 

California's San Fernando Valley.  

Before heading up the mountain, we follow Hood River County's Fruit Loop. The 35-mile run winds through 

rolling hills and past red barns through the tiny towns of Parkdale and Dee. Fruit stands line the entire route, 

a veritable cornucopia of fresh-picked produce. We get our fingers sticky sampling Ranier cherries and 

Hermiston watermelon. 

 

Rasmussen's Fruit and Flower Farm, one of 36 fruit stands along the Fruit Loop in Oregon's Hood Valley, lets you pick 'em right 

off the vine.  

The Fruit Loop takes us back into Hood River, where we gas up before heading up the mountain. It's mid 

summer and Mt. Hood is still capped with snow, but the rocky, grey face of the dormant volcano is treeless 

and imposing. Leaving the valley, Highway 30 begins to climb. The forest presses closer to the road. The 

East Fork of the Hood River rushes over rocks, lined with broken bits of trees from past floods. Big sweepers 

are spread out between long straights, enticing me to open it up, but every time I creep above the posted 55 

mph limit we come upon an unlucky car that's been pulled over. The road is well-patrolled and the higher we 

climb the rougher and more pock-marked it gets from countless winter plowings.  

The highway crests about 39 miles out of Hood River where a big, brown sign instructs me to take a right to 

Timberline Lodge. This last six-mile stretch is sweet as a vintage Merlot. You want to sip it slow, but after 

you get that first taste you chug the bottle like it's your first buzz on Boone's Farm. Start the 2000-foot climb 

and soon the curves will have you spellbound and there's no resisting the urge to push beyond the posted 

35 mph signs.   �
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In what city was the first American St. Patrick's Day parade held? 

 A: Boston 

 B: New York 

 C: Philadelphia 

 D: Washington, D.C. 

Which two US rivers are dyed green every St. Patrick's Day? 

 A: American and Colorado 

 B: Chicago and San Antonio 

 C: Green and Tennessee 

 D: Snake and Ohio 
 

According to legend, how did St. Patrick drive the snakes out of Ireland? 

 A: With fire and smoke 

 B: Flooding the land 

 C: Pounding drums 

 D: All of the above 

 Who started the tradition of pinching anyone who doesn't wear green on St. Patrick's Day? 

 A: Members of the church 

 B: Children 

 C: Parents 

 D: No one knows 

: What does kissing the Blarney Stone do for you? 

 A: Give you soft lips from the dew on the stone 

 B: Give you good luck in love 

 C: Make you less shy 

 D: Heal warts 
 
 
 
 
 
Answers: A, B, C, B, C �
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North TX GWRRA Chapter 
Bowling Tournament 
Sunday February  21, 2010 



19 

��������������������������������������������������� ���������������������������


